2005 TaG/Yamaha 200 Lap Endurance Race at New Castle

Despite threatening skies and a forecast for scattered showers, the 2005 TaG/Yamaha Endurance race remained dry all day! A record of 39 teams took part in qualifying with Loniewski Racing (Caleb Loniewski, Ryan Stewart) taking the pole position in TaG as well as overall with the JD Byrider team (Ron Peterson, Shannon Aldridge) taking the top spot in the Yamaha class. With a roll of the dice by Caleb Loniewski the top 10 were inverted for the start with TKM Motorsports (Adam Rovazzini, Scott Dixon) leading the field down to the green flag. 

The start was very eventful with Lewis Bros Racing (Billy Lewis, Michael Lewis) taking the early lead and pulling out a 5 second lead over the field until an incident on lap 43 with a lapped kart sent the Lewis Bros entry spinning into the grass. TKM Motorsports took advantage of the opportunity and picked up the lead with the Comet Kart Sales (Mark Dismore Jr., Dan Wheldon) entry close behind with the Lewis Bros kart returning to the track in 3rd place. On the next lap the Comet Kart Sales team took over the top spot for the first time on the day when the TKM Motorsports kart made their first pitstop. The Comet Kart Sales team pitted shortly after but came out ahead of the TKM entry without losing the lead. The lead was short lived as a mechanical black flag was given to the Comet team for a broken rear bumper on lap 73. The Comet Kart Sales crew taped up the rear bumper and did a complete fuel stop as well. 

After qualifying on the pole and starting 10th after the field was inverted the Loniewski Racing over came a bad start and was in the top 3 until lap 76 when the team had to pit for a loose exhaust pipe which cost them 5 spots while repairs were made to the 12L kart. With the mechanical problems of the Comet and Loniewski karts TKM Motorsports picked the lead back up and lead the race until lap 94 when the TKM kart pitted for fuel and a driver change. After going off sequence on the pit stops with the bumper problem the Comet Kart Sales team retook the lead during the stop and extended the lead out to 50 seconds over the TKM Motorsports kart, enough that the Comet team never lost the lead during there next two stops. 

The race at the front would remain unchanged for pretty much the length of the race with Comet Kart Sales in first and TKM Motorsports in second with both karts the only ones on the lead lap. A mechanical failure with only 8 laps to go brought the TKM kart to a stop and ultimately a 4th place finish with the Comet Kart Sales entry with Mark Dismore Jr. and Dan Wheldon taking the win with a 4 lap lead over 2nd place after the TKM entry broke. Taking over the second spot was the #26 Dick’s Picks entry with Rob Smith and Nathan O’Rourke sharing the driving duties for kart owner Dick Margison with the Kart Racers of America entry with co-drivers Brandon Jenkins and Mark Dismore Sr. picking up the 3rd spot at the checkered despite a left rear wheel that came loose three times during the event.

The Yamaha class had 7 entries with the JD Byrider team and the OMG West Coast team (John Crow, Jason Burgess) and the MKPFunkhouser kart (Ron Funkhouser, AJ Codalata) battling for the early part of the race. The MKPFunkhouser kart took over the lead on lap 5 but suffered a mechanical failure only 4 laps later taking them out of contention with the JD Byrider kart taking the lead back on lap 9. The JD Byrider kart had a run in with another kart on lap 18 which put the OMG in the Yamaha class lead, a position they would maintain until lap 53 when the JD Byrider team retook the top stop. The OMG West team didn’t stay in second long regaining the lead on lap 57 when the JD Byrider kart suffered a lost chain and fell to 3rd in class behind OMG and MadBlueMax Racing (Max Viney, Andy Glover). From then on out it was OMG West Coast in the top spot in the Yamaha class running as high as 8th overall at just past halfway but it wasn’t clear sailing for the OMG crew. After rejoining the race the JD Byrider kart was on a mission making up 4 laps on the OMG West Coast kart that was experiencing clutch problems on track that slowed their pace considerably. On lap 94 MadBlueMax had their own mechanical problem on track that moved the JD Byrider kart back to second place. At the checkered flag the JD Byrider team had made up all but two laps with the OMG Team taking the win in Yamaha class with an impressive 11th place overall.

Following the race Mark Dismore Sr. presented the awards to the top 4 in Yamaha and the top 10 in TaG with a record purse of $11,200 with a 110% payback of the purse. A special thanks to Robert Swithers who donated $500 to the highest finishing 20 year old or younger driver and to Dr. Nesbitt who donated $500 to the highest finishing driver 40 years or older. Amazingly one team picked up both awards with Team Kart Racers of America who finished 3rd overall with Brandon Jenkins (18) and Mark Dismore Sr. (Over 40). Mark Dismore Sr. then opened up the bar with a $500 drink credit for everyone over 21 to a loud applause! 

For 2006 we will be working hard to make this event one of the premier events in the sport of karting. A huge thank you to all the participants, supporters and spectators who came to the event. We had drivers as far away as California, Arizona and a team that flew in from the Dominican Republic who had so much fun that they are planning on running again next year with a two kart team. Also running were IRL Drivers Dan Wheldon and Scott Dixon as well as IPS driver Arie Luyendyk Jr. and USAC drivers Michael Lewis, Brian Gerster and Brad Armstrong. Complete results and entry list are available at www.newcastleraceway.com.

	TaG Team
	Payout
	Yamaha Team
	Payout

	Comet Kart Sales
	$2000
	OMG West Coast
	$1000

	Dick’s Picks
	$1500
	JD Byrider
	$500

	Kart Racers of America
	$1200
	MadBlueMax Racing
	$400

	TKM Motorsports
	$1100
	Team MAC
	$200

	CLR
	$1000
	
	

	Lewis Bros. Racing
	$750
	
	

	Pruitt Armstrong
	$600
	
	

	Mathewson Racing
	$400
	
	

	Loniewski Racing
	$300
	
	

	Dominican Kart Racing
	$250
	
	


